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to information given me by K. P. Pobiedonostzev and N. B. Muiav-

IOV.

(The Emperor expressed this intention shortly after his
serious illness with typhoid fever at Yalta, when, due to
the pregnant condition of the Empress, a delicate question
arose regarding the succession to the throne).
During all this time I received not the least statement
from His Majesty in reference to the fundamental laws.
Apparently, throughout this affair, there was going on be-
hind the scenes a game of which I was not fully cognizant
until subsequently. As I have already remarked, the stage
manager of the intrigue was Trepov, whose intention it
was to omit me and the Council of Ministers from the cast
altogether, or, rather, to have me play the role of tete-de-
turc, i.e., scapegoat. Since I was too wary to fall into this
trap, the project was transmitted to me through Solski
without any instructions whatever. The Emperor certainly
did not read the plan until I laid it before him in a revised
form.
When the subject came up In the Council of Ministers,
which devoted only a few hurried sessions to it despite its
paramount importance, the first question discussed was
whether or not the fundamental laws should be njade public
before the meeting of the Duma. It was clear to me that
essentially the answer to this question would decide whether
the regime ushered in on October i?th was to survive or
be drowned in a deluge of blood. Evidently, if the laws
were not promulgated before its convention, the Duma
would resolve itself into a constituent assembly, thus pro-
voking the use of military force with the consequent destruc-
tion of the new regime. Would this be for the best ? Yes,
provided a second Peter the Great were to appear. Having
no faith at all, however, in such a miracle, I took a firm
stand for the promulgation of the laws before the opening